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Abstract

The benthic fluxes (diffusive and with chambers) of dissolved inorganic carbon (DIC), dissolved oxygen (DO) and total alkalinity (TA)

have been calculated in summertime in the estuary system formed by the mouths of the Tinto and Odiel rivers (SW of Spain). An increase

of DIC in interstitial water with depth was found for all stations showing values of up to 28mM at a depth of 5 cm. The diffusive fluxes of

DIC and TA obtained ranging between 1.8–7.8 and 1.5–7.3mmolm�2 d�1, respectively. These intervals are in agreement with those

found for other coastal systems. Considering the plots of DIC vs. alkalinity (DDIC/DTA) in the first 30 cm of interstitial water, it was

deduced that sulphate reduction and the oxidation of sulphides seem to have special relevance in the sediments of the stations studied.

The benthic fluxes of inorganic carbon and DO measured by benthic chambers were variable, presenting elevated values (309–433mmol

DICm�2 d�1 and 50–120mmol DOm�2 d�1). The most elevated fluxes of DIC were seen at the stations with high anthropogenic

influence (close to populated areas and industrial discharges). A great proportion of these fluxes are due to CaCO3 dissolution processes,

which constitute an estimated 49% of total DIC flux. DIC and DO benthic flux quotients were far in excess of unity, indicating the

significance processes of anaerobic degradation of organic material at the stations studied.

r 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

The gradual increase in atmospheric CO2 concentration
along with the significant changes the earth’s climate is
experiencing has brought about the intensification of study
in recent years on the global carbon cycle. Coastal zones
are an area of special interest in this regard. In order to
comprehend the global carbon balance the processes
occurring must be understood along with the fluxes
generated in these areas (Walsh, 1991).

Coastal zones are comprised of a wide range of
ecosystems and geomorphological forms (bays, lagoons,
estuaries, wetlands and beaches) each of whose physical
and biogeochemical characteristics are greatly varied while
each being strongly affected by the three major surround-
ing bodies: continents, oceans and the atmosphere. They
e front matter r 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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are characterised as being places for the deposition and
regeneration of organic carbon (OC) as well as in situ
production of biogenic calcium carbonate (Mackenzie
et al., 1998). Coastal areas store 30–50% of biogenic
calcium carbonate and 80% of oceans’ OC (Wollast and
Mackenzie, 1989; Milliman, 1993; Smith and Hollibaugh,
1993; Wollast, 1998). As connecting zones, they act as
filters, trapping organic material of natural and anthro-
pogenic origin, which is transported from continents and
reaches the ocean.
Rivers are the greatest contributors of organic material

received by coastal areas since 70–75% of their suspended
load is deposited there (Milliman, 1993) with a small
proportion flowing toward the ocean. This organic
material is highly reactive and is rapidly consumed by
benthic organisms. Part of the dissolved organic carbon
(DOC) that exports seaward is degraded in transit.
Raymond and Bauer (2000), for example, observed that
approximately 10% of the DOC from the York river was
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degraded by bacteria during estuarine transport and that
the degradation process is conditioned by temperature.

Coastal systems have significant anthropogenic influ-
ences, with 50% of the world’s population settled there
(a figure that grows 1.5% each year; Golberg, 1994),
supporting more than 60% of the world’s commercial
fishing activities (World Resources Institute, 1996, cited in
Ver et al., 1999). Discharge of anthropogenic material is
provoking an increase in nutrient (Sabine and Mackenzie,
1991) and organic and inorganic carbon (Wollast and
Mackenzie, 1989) inputs to coastal areas via rivers.

This input of organic material, both allochthonous and
autochthonous, received in estuarine systems, gives rise to
considerable benthic regeneration of organic material. The
benthic regeneration is the result of an elevated number of
physical, chemical and biological processes, which take
place in the sediment causing remineralisation of the
organic material and diffusion of degradation products to
the overlying water, where they may be used by phyto-
plankton. As a consequence of benthic regeneration of
organic material, net inorganic carbon and nutrient
production occurs within sediments. In this sense, benthic
degradation of organic matter affects the water column
oxygen levels and provokes an increase in inorganic carbon
concentration in the water column which is highly
important for coastal ecosystems (e.g., Andersen and
Hargrave, 1984; Mackin and Swider, 1989; Forja et al.,
1994; López et al., 1995; Cai and Wang, 1998; Cai et al.,
1999), in fact contributing to these systems acting as
suppliers of CO2 to the atmosphere, despite the fact
that on a global level oceans are the main sink for this
greenhouse gas.

The Tinto–Odiel estuary is one of the areas most
polluted by heavy metals in Western Europe. Many studies
have therefore been carried out relating to heavy metals,
yet few works have focussed on the carbon cycle. In order
to learn more about the carbon cycle in this system and
evaluate the influence of this pollution in the benthic fluxes
of dissolved inorganic carbon (DIC) in the Tinto–Odiel
estuary, the diffusive and the benthic fluxes of DIC,
dissolved oxygen (DO) and total alkalinity (TA) have been
measured.

2. Material and methods

2.1. Description of sampling stations

The Tinto and Odiel rivers are located in the northwest
coast of the Gulf of Cádiz at the confluence of the Atlantic
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. The Odiel river is
140 km long and has an average flux of 460 hm3 y�1. The
Odiel’s wetlands constitute the most significant group of
estuarine wetlands of the Iberian Peninsula being one of
the most productive areas in Europe. The Tinto river is an
extreme environment with an extremely low pH (mean 2.3)
along the entire river (�95 km), high concentrations of
heavy metals and a remarkable level of microbial diversity
(González-Toril et al., 2003a). Its hydrology is highly
seasonal due to the semi-arid nature of the region. The
extreme conditions found in the Tinto ecosystem are the
direct consequence of the active metabolism of chemo-
lithotrophic microorganisms thriving in the rich polyme-
talic sulphides present in high concentrations in the Iberian
Pyrite Belt (González-Toril et al., 2003b). The basins of the
Tinto and Odiel rivers occupy an extension of 2300
and 720 km2, respectively. This estuary is on a mesotidal
(mean tidal range of 2.10m) mixed-energy coast (Borrego,
1992). The volume of water that flows between the
estuary and the open sea (tidal prism) during a tidal half-
cycle (6 h) ranges from 37.34 hm3 during a mean neap tide
(1m tidal range) to 81.76 hm3 in a mean spring tide (3m of
tidal range). Meanwhile the volume of fresh water inflow
from the Tinto and Odiel river to the inner zone of the
estuary reflects a significant seasonal and year-to-year
variation.
Sediment distribution is directly controlled by: the

direction of fluvial contribution, the tidal stream and the
location of discharges to the estuary. These elements give
rise to a spatial variation in the geochemical characteristics
of estuarine sediments (Borrego et al., 2002). The surficial
sediments are mainly silt-clay and sand, and with a C/N
ratio that vary between 10 and 28 (Saenz, 1998). The most
abundant species of macrofauna in this system are annelids
(37.3–99.6%) and crustaceans (0.4–50.1%) (Drake et al.,
1999).
Measurements were carried out during September 1998.

The sampled areas were chosen to represent the distinct
environments at the estuary limits such as: salt marsh,
industrial areas and urban nucleus. Four sampling stations
at depths between 2 and 5m were chosen (Fig. 1): HU1 was
located close to the merging point of the Odiel and Tinto
rivers, HU2 was near the mouth of the Odiel, adjacent to
an industrial area, HU3 was situated in the main channel of
the Odiel on the opposite bank to the city of Huelva,
surrounded by extensive wetlands and salt marshes and
lastly, HU4 was situated in a secondary channel of the
estuary, near the town Punta Umbria. In this city there is
intensive tourist activity in summer.
Table 1 shows the various characteristics of water and

sediments of the sampling stations.

2.2. Interstitial water: diffusive fluxes

The sediment samples were taken by scuba divers, using
60mm i.d. gravity cores which were refrigerated and
transported to the laboratory within 4 h of sampling. The
cores were cut in ‘‘slices’’ of 1 cm at the following intervals:
0–6, 7–8, 10–11, 15–16, 19–20, 24–25 and 29–30 cm. The
sections obtained were centrifuged at 15,000g for 30min at
4 1C (SIGMA 3K 30). The handling of the samples in the
laboratory and the subsequent analysis of the interstitial
water were performed in a nitrogen atmosphere. The
sediment was dried at 80 1C, gently homogenised and
sieved using a 63 mm sieve, prior to OC analysis.
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Fig. 1. Localisation of the sampling stations and the main centres of population.

Table 1

Characteristics of water and sediments of four stations during sampling: water temperature, salinity and porosity, organic carbon content and

granulometry in surface sediments

Station Temperature (1C) Salinity Porosity Organic carbon (%) Granulometry (mm)

HU1 23.9 37.33 0.62 2.4 0.1370.22

HU2 22.0 36.59 – 2.1 0.0870.07

HU3 23.8 38.41 0.57 2.3 0.0370.02

HU4 19.5 36.26 0.40 1.1 0.1870.09

T. Ortega et al. / Continental Shelf Research 28 (2008) 458–469460
The DIC diffusive fluxes were determined from the
sum of bicarbonate, carbonate and CO2 fluxes across the
sediment–water interface (Cai et al., 2000), according to
Fick’s first law:

F ¼ fDS
qC

qz

� �
z¼0

,

where F is the flux across the sediment–water interface, f is
the sediment porosity, DS is the coefficient of diffusion in
the sediment, qC/qz represents the concentration gradient
and z is the depth referring to the water–sediment interface.
For the calculation of the diffusion coefficient in the
sediment (DS), we used the equation proposed by Sweerts
et al. (1991), the porosity of the sediment and the diffusion
coefficients for infinite dilution (D0) for the individual
carbonic acid species at 20 1C reported by Broecker and
Peng (1974) and Li and Gregory (1974). The concentration
gradient for each carbonate species was calculated from
linear fits in the top few centimetres of the sediments.

The TA diffusive flux was calculated from the sum of the
fluxes of bicarbonate and carbonate (F(TA) ¼ F(HCO3

�)+
2F(CO3

2�)). In this work, we did not consider the
contribution of the fluxes across the sediment–water of
B(OH)4

�, NO3
� and HPO4

2� to the TA diffusive flux since, in
most cases, these fluxes are relatively small compared to the
carbonate alkalinity fluxes. The saturation state of the
porewater with respect to calcite (OC) were obtained from
the ratio of the [Ca2+] [CO3
2�] concentration product to the

stoichiometric solubility constants of calcite (K*c) pro-
posed by Mucci (1983).

2.3. In situ flux measurements

The in situ fluxes of DIC, DO and TA were obtained
using two benthic chambers placed on the bottom
simultaneously with the help of divers. The chambers are
identical to those described by Forja and Gómez-Parra
(1998). Briefly, the chambers are constructed in opaque
plexiglass and are ellipsoid in shape, covering an area of
sediment of 0.385m2 and containing volumes between 70
and 90L depending on the eccentricity of the ellipsoid. The
chamber has a recirculation pump to avoid stratification
inside, allowing current simulation in a velocity range
between 5 and 30 cm s�1 near the bottom. Each chamber
was sampled at pre-set intervals of 30min during deploy-
ments from 3 to 5 h. The oxygen content in the benthic
chamber that was monitored during the sampling exceeded
60% of the initial concentration at all times.
The benthic fluxes across the sediment–water interface

were calculated by fitting the variations of concentration
with time to linear or exponential equations (Forja et al.,
1994; Forja and Gómez-Parra, 1998). No flux was reported
if fewer than four data points were available. In Table 2,
the type of fit is shown along with the number of data
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Table 2

Linear or exponential fitted used in the DIC, TA and DO benthic fluxes calculation in the Tinto–Odiel system

Station FDIC FTA FDO

n Fit r2 n Fit r2 n Fit r2

HU1 7 Exponential 0.996 6 Exponential 0.972 6 Linear 0.926

HU2 6 Exponential 0.988 6 Exponential 0.975 6 Linear 0.993

HU3 5 Exponential 0.994 4 Exponential 0.970 5 Linear 0.951

HU4 4 Exponential 0.998 4 Exponential 0.967 5 Linear 0.937

Regression coefficient and number of sampling (n) for each station are included.
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Fig. 2. Variations of the total alkalinity (TA), pH values and the concentrations of dissolved inorganic carbon (DIC) and oxygen (DO) inside the benthic

chamber in the station HU2.
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points (n) and the correlation coefficient obtained (r2) for
the calculation of the distinct benthic fluxes. The analytical
precision of concentration measurements, the uncertainty
associated with the lineal or exponential regression and the
uncertainty in the determination of the benthic chamber
volume all contribute to the uncertainty in the values of
flux. Fig. 2 represents the evolution of the TA, pH and
concentrations of in OC and DO in the interior of a benthic
chamber in the station HU2.

2.4. Analytical methods

DIC was calculated from TA, in situ temperature-
corrected pH (NBS) and salinity using the apparent
dissociation constant reported by Mehrbach et al. (1973).
TA and pH (NBS) were measured using a titrator
(Metrohm 670) with glass combination electrodes (Me-
trohm, ref. 6.0210.100). The precision of the measurement
of pH (NBS) of the sample was 70.003. TA was obtained
from the second point of inflection with an iterative
programmme using the Gran functions (Forja et al., 2001)
with a accuracy of 70.003mM. The titration was carried
out at constant temperature with 0.1M HCl dissolved in
pure water. During the titration of samples, the dilution
effect on the ionic strength was taken into account. The
sample quantities analysed were 100 g (70.001 g) for the
benthic chamber and 2mL for the interstitial water.
The DO concentration inside the chambers was mea-

sured by the Winkler method in discrete samples (to an
accuracy of 70.1 mM) and continuously monitored with
polarographic electrodes (YSI, mod. 57; WTW, CellOx
325). The calcium concentration in porewaters was
measured using a titrator (Metrohm 670) with an ion-
selective electrode of calcium (Metrohm, ref. 6.1241.050)
and a reference electrode (Metrohm, ref. 6.0726.100).
EGTA 0.005M was employed as titrant. The samples were
buffered to a pH close to 9 by adding 10mL of borax
0.1M. Sulphate concentration was measured by gravimetry
(Grasshoff et al., 1983); this method has an accuracy of
70.02mM. The salinity was measured using a salinometer
(Beckman, Mod. RS-10) with an accuracy of 70.001. The
OC concentrations in surface sediments were determined
by chemical oxidation (Gaudette et al., 1974; El Rayis,
1985) with a standard deviation of 70.25%. Porosity was
calculated from water loss after drying at 80 1C until the
sediment weights were constant. In order to measure total
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sulphide contained in the sediment (Ortega, 2001) between
1 and 5 g of frozen sediment was taken to which 200mL of
MilliQ water and 25mL of concentrated HCl were added.
These operations were carried out in a round bottom flask,
fitted with an inlet and outlet. Via the inlet, a continual
flow of N2 was introduced to avoid the sulphide oxidation
and act as the gas transport medium. Through the outlet,
the hydrogen sulphide formed is transported by the N2 to
the titration flask. Upon acidifying and shaking the sample,
all sulphur species present in the interstitial water and
sediment are converted to hydrogen sulphide, which has
limited solubility and is readily separated from the sample
via a stream of N2. Following this, the gas stream is
directed to the titration flask which contains a 50mL buffer
solution with a pH of around 9.5 (consisting of 0.2M
Na2HPO4 � 2H2O, 0.1M NaOH and 0.45M NaNO3). The
titration flask is kept at 10 1C. The H2S formed is initially
dissolved at low temperature and is retained in the solution
as sulphide. Following a 10min stabilisation period, a
potentiometric titration is carried out with 10mM AgNO3

(Metrohm, 670). The measurements of potentials are
carried out with a sulphide-specific electrode (Radiometer,
F1212S) and a reference electrode with a double saline
bridge (Metrohm, 6.0726.100). The precision of this
method was 70.05 mg g�1.
3. Results

3.1. Interstitial water

The depth profiles of OC, pH, saturation state of calcite
and the concentrations of DIC, TA, Ca2+, SO4

2� and S2�

at the HU1, HU3 and HU4 stations of the Tinto–Odiel
estuary (interstitial water data for HU2 station were not
available) are presented in Fig. 3. The pH of porewater
presents a decrease in the top layer of the sediment. From a
depth of 2–3 cm the pH values are constant. DIC
concentration increased with depth in porewaters especially
at the station HU1 where values of 28mM at a depth
of 5 cm were reached. Nevertheless, from a depth of 25 cm
the DIC decreased, coinciding with a drop in calcium
concentration. At the HU3 station DIC increased over the
first 2 cm and thereafter dropped with depth from 5 cm. At
station HU4 the DIC increased continually with depth,
reaching a maximum at a depth of 30 cm. This behaviour is
common in coastal ecosystems (Hammond et al., 1985;
Andersen and Kristensen, 1988; Alperin et al., 1999).

Contrary to expectations, OC increased with depth in all
stations (Fig. 3). Calcium concentration varied between 3
and 12mM at the three stations. (HU1, HU3 and HU4).
An increase in O with depth at the three stations studied
has been observed, especially at HU1 and HU4, where
O41 throughout the entire profile. The diffusive fluxes of
DIC (Fdif DIC) and TA obtained were very similar and
ranged between 1.8–7.8mmolm�2 d�1 and 1.5–7.3meq
m�2 d�1, respectively (Table 3).
3.2. In situ flux measurements

The sediments represent a sink for DO and source
of DIC and depending on the station can act as a source
(HU2 and HU3) or a sink (HU1 and HU4) for TA.
The benthic fluxes of DIC (FDIC) and oxygen (FDO)
are variable, presenting very high values (309–433 and
50–120mmolm�2 d�1, respectively). TA benthic fluxes
presented a higher interval of variation between �274.1
and 345.2meqm�2 d�1.
4. Discussion

4.1. Interstitial water

The initial decrease of pH in porewaters is in response to
the aerobic oxidation of organic matter and the re-
oxidation of dissolved reduced species (Cai and Reimers,
1993; Canfield, 1993; Cai et al., 2000; Mucci et al., 2000).
DIC concentration in porewater is the result of degrada-
tion of labile sedimentary OC and the process of
dissolution–precipitation of calcium carbonate. The profile
in interstitial water of DIC at the HU3 station (dropped in
the first 5 cm layer increasing with depth), has been
observed in other regions with shallow water (Hammond
et al., 1985; Kristensen et al., 1991). At station HU4 the
DIC increases continually with depth, reaching a maximum
at a depth of 30 cm. This behaviour is common in coastal
ecosystems (Hammond et al., 1985; Andersen and Kris-
tensen, 1988; Alperin et al., 1999).
The increase of OC with depth in all stations (Fig. 3)

may be due to a change in the hydrodynamics of the zone
or a change in the organic matter inputs velocity to the
sediments. In this sense, Ponce (2002) in the Tinto–Odiel
sediments observed similar behaviour for the content of
total phosphorous and iron due to the progressive
diminution of the contaminant load into the system. It is
also possible that this OC is refractory in nature and not
readily degradable.
The increase in O with depth at the three stations studied

indicates supersaturation conditions. These conditions are
able to provoke precipitation of CaCO3. This behaviour
has been described in other systems (Kempe and
Kazmierczak, 1994; Hammond et al., 1999; Mucci et al.,
2000). At HU3, in contrast, there is evidence of under-
saturation conditions (Oo1) at shallow depths. The
increase of O with depth may be due to the increase in
alkalinity in the interstitial water (Fig. 3) produced by
anaerobic degradation of OC.
The range of DIC diffusive fluxes (Fdif DIC) in the

Tinto–Odiel system is in agreement with those found for
other coastal systems (Table 4), with maximum values of 27
and 30mmolm�2 d�1 in sediments in the Northern
Adriatic Sea (Hammond et al., 1999) and in coastal
sediments of Georgia (Cai et al., 2000), respectively. In
Fig. 4, the tendency for diffusive fluxes of DIC to increase
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with temperature (r240.997) and OC content (r2 ¼ 0.990)
can be appreciated.

Sulphate reduction along with aerobic degradation is the
principal mechanisms for the degradation of organic
material in coastal systems. In this system, both sulphates
and total sulphides are elevated in the first few centimetres
of the sediments at the three stations, signalling the
possible contribution of sulphate from the overlying water
as well as diffusion of sulphide generated lower down in the
sediment, having been partially oxidised. This process has
been widely treated in the bibliography (Canfield et al.,
1993b; Aller, 1994; Thamdrup et al., 1994). The contribu-
tion of sulphate to interstitial waters from the overlying
water in the Tinto–Odiel estuary is possible, because that
system receives a very high flux of sulphates (1,200,000
t/year) due to both the effluent from chemical industry and
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Table 3

Benthic fluxes of dissolved inorganic carbon (FDIC), alkalinity (FTA) and

oxygen (FDO) in the four station the Tinto–Odiel estuary

Station FDIC FTA FDO Diffusive FDIC Diffusive FTA

HU1 333.4 �274.1 120 7.5 7.3

HU2 415.9 345.2 50 – –

HU3 308.7 96.1 94 7.7 7.2

HU4 433.3 �252.9 37 9 1.5

Included the diffusive fluxes of dissolved inorganic carbon (Diffusive

FDIC). The benthic and diffusive fluxes of DIC and TA are expressed in

mmolm�2 d�1.

Table 4

Diffusive fluxes of dissolved inorganic carbon (FDIC diff) in different

coastal ecosystems

Site FDIC diff References

Northern Adriatic Sea 4–27 Hammond et al. (1999)

Coastal sediments of Georgia 16–30 Cai et al. (2000)

Iberian Peninsula 2–12 Forja et al. (2004)

Estuaries of the Cantabrian Sea 0.5–7 Ortega et al. (2005)

The diffusive fluxes are expressed in mmolm�2 d�1.
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the contributions from the river itself (Sainz et al., 2003).
Sulphate reduction mechanisms in the estuary cannot be
determined from the vertical profiles of sulphate and
sulphide alone. For this reason, a similar treatment has
been carried out to that proposed by Hammond et al.
(1999) for the sediments of the Northern Adriatic Sea. In
this work, the authors used the DIC changes vs. alkalinity
changes observed in porewaters, the ratio C/N of the
organic matter and four reaction equations (Table 7 in
Hammond et al., 1999) to determine the end-member
reactions for organic matter degradation through sulphate
reduction. Thus, plots of DIC variations vs. alkalinity
(DDIC/DTA) over the first 30 cm of interstitial water have
been made (Fig. 5). A high linearity between DIC changes
and TA changes is observed at HU3 and HU4, with slopes
of 1.00 (r2 ¼ 0.969) for HU3 and 0.94 (r2 ¼ 0.962) for
HU4. At HU1, the linearity was reduced (r2 ¼ 0.560) while
the slope was similarly close to unity (0.97). The similarities
of the slopes across all stations suggest that the processes
involved in the degradation of organic matter by sulphate
reduction may be similar, despite the heterogeneity of the
system. Considering that the C/N ratio in surface
sediments of the stations studied of the Tinto–Odiel system
has an approximate average value of 16 (Saenz, 1998), a
slope of 0.94 would be expected for the degradation of
organic matter based on sulphate reduction with an
average oxidation state of zero, while a slope of 1.12
would be expected upon oxidation of sulphides to
elemental sulphur present in the sediments at shallow
depths, in the presence of oxygen. According to this
description of the system, the prior mentioned mechanisms
(sulphate reduction and oxidation of reduced sulphides)
appear to be particularly relevant in the sediments of the
stations studied.

4.2. In situ DIC fluxes

The benthic fluxes of inorganic carbon (309–433
mmolm�2 d�1) are higher than those observed from
other coastal ecosystems around the world (Table 5). One
exception is the DIC fluxes found at Albufera de Majorca
(López et al., 1995) and at the Ria of Vigo (Forja
et al., 2004) with maximum values of 732 and 224.5
mmolm�2 d�1, respectively. The elevated bottom water
temperature observed (between 19 and 24 1C) in the four
stations is a factor to be considered. A temperature
increase generally produces an higher microbial activity
and a greater benthic regeneration. The dissolution of
calcium carbonate should also be taken into account when
considering benthic DIC fluxes. Cermelj et al. (2001) in the
Gulf of Trieste observed increased values of benthic DIC
flux in summer compared to winter and estimated a
contribution of carbonate dissolution to DIC benthic flux
of approximately 40%.
In the station HU1 and HU4 negative benthic fluxes of

TA have been measured, while TA diffusive fluxes are
positive. Negative values of FTA have been found in very
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few coastal areas (Friedl et al., 1998; Berelson et al., 2003;
Ortega et al., 2005). In the Tinto–Odiel estuary the negative
TA benthic fluxes may be due to acidification occurring
within the chamber, provoking a diminution in the
concentration of CO3

2�. HU1 and HU4 stations showed a
drop in the pH of 0.4 and 0.3 units, respectively, within the
4-h bottom sampling period, resulting in a reduction of TA
flux.
A direct relationship has not been found for benthic DIC

fluxes, OC content (%) of superficial sediments and
temperature. This may be due to the spatial heterogeneity
of the estuary as well as the significant contribution of
CaCO3 dissolution processes to benthic DIC fluxes.
Nevertheless, benthic DO fluxes are dependent on these
two variables (Fig. 6). Generally, DO fluxes from bottom
water toward the sediment increase as temperature and
inorganic carbon content rise, as it has been shown by
various authors (Glud et al., 1994; Hopkinson et al., 1999;
Cermelj et al., 2001).
In order to obtain an estimation of the contribution of

the CaCO3 dissolution processes, the ratio of alkalinity flux
(FTA) to inorganic carbon flux (FDIC) was applied for the
Odiel stations HU2 and HU3, where the benthic fluxes of
alkalinity are positive. The ratio between FTA and FDIC was
0.83 for HU2 and 0.31 for HU3. Jahnke and Jahnke (2000)
found the ratio of the CaCO3 dissolution rate to the OC
oxidation rate using the quotient FTA/FDIC. Utilising this
model, the rate of CaCO3 dissolution is 0.7 times the rate of
OC oxidation at HU2 and 0.2 for HU3. The two stations
when considered together give an average value of 0.44.
If we consider the average value of FDIC to be
362mmolm�2 d�1 for the two stations studied, the
contribution of the dissolution of CaCO3 to this flux
would be approximately 176mmolm�2 d�1. This flux
constitutes 49% of the total DIC flux and is greater than
benthic DIC fluxes measured in other coastal zones
(Table 5). Other authors have estimated the contribution
of CaCO3 dissolution in benthic DIC fluxes. Cai et al.
(2006), for example, calculated the carbonate dissolution
rate as half that of the TA generation rate (or net diffusive
flux change) for northern Gulf of Mexico petroleum seep
sediments, concluding that approximately 48% of DIC
fluxes to overlying water are due to CaCO3 dissolution.
The depth of penetration of oxygen in the sediment was

estimated from the expression proposed by Cai and Sayles
(1996). The results (HU1: 1.9mm; HU3: 2.3mm and HU4:
4.1mm) are similar to those published for other coastal
systems, where the depth of penetration of O2 extends for
only a few millimetres (Jørgensen, 1982; Forja et al., 2004).
Fig. 6 shows the DO benthic fluxes with the depths
of penetration of oxygen. The relationship is inverse,
and may be due, at the stations with lower depth of oxygen
penetration, to the oxygen from the overlying water
being used to oxidise reduced species in both the first
millimetres of interstitial water and within the chamber.
Thus, the DO practically did not penetrate in the sediment
porewater.



ARTICLE IN PRESS

Table 5

Benthic fluxes of total alkalinity dissolved inorganic carbon and oxygen in several coastal marine ecosystems measured by different authors

Site Technique Depth

(m)

Temperature

(1C)

Organic

carbon (%)

TA flux

(mmolm�2 d�1)

DIC flux

(mmolm�2 d�1)

DO flux

(mmolm�2 d�1)

References

Cape Lookout

Bight (N Carolina)

Chambers – 12.0–27.5 3.3–5.0 – 31.0–162.7 – Martens and Klump

(1984)

San Francisco Bay

(S California)

Chambers 1.5–14 14.3–14.5 1.4 6.0–14.0 17.0–28.0 1.1–7.7 Hammond et al.

(1985)

Tomales Bay

(California)

Chambers 4–6 – – 3.8–11.6 14.4–26.0 3.7–15.0 Dollar et al. (1991)

Albufera of

Majorca

(Mediterranean)

Chambers – 28.5–31.9 – – 63.4–732.0 32.4–97.2 López et al. (1995)

Boston Harbor

(Massachusetts)

Core

incubations

3.5–13 0.0–20.0 0.14–6.1 – 10.0–185.0 7.0–220.0 Giblin et al. (1997)

Bay of Cádiz

(Spain)

Chambers 2–14 18.476.8 2.2–3.1 – 154.6–224.5 – Forja and Gómez-

Parra (1998)

Young Sound

(Northeast

Greenland)

Core

incubations

36 �1.2–(�1.8) 1.3 – 5.4–9.6 5.0–13.0 Rysgaard et al.

(1998)

Plum Island

Sound–River Parker

estuary

Core

incubations

0.5–4 3.6–28.1 0.2–10.3 – 3.0–520.0 6.0–433.0 Hopkinson et al.

(1999)

Gulf of Trieste

(Northern Adriatic)

Core

incubations

– 10.0–20.0 – – 5.0–10.1 – Cermelj et al. (2001)

Monterey Bay

(California)

Chambers 95–100 – 0.2–0.5 �0.7–11.7 4.7–17.8 5.0–13.5 Berelson et al.

(2003)

Albufera dés Grau

(Minorca Island)

Core

incubations

1–3 23.0–23.2 – – 30.0–60.0 – López (2003)

Iberian Peninsula Chambers 2–20 11.4–27.3 0.9–7.0 22.0–206.0 135.0–447.0 98.0–199.0 Forja et al. (2004)

Makirina Bay

(Croatia)

Chambers 0.2–0.8 25 6.0–7.5 – �1.9–23.3 – Lojen et al. (2004)

South Atlantic

Bight

Core

incubations

14–45 15.8–28.0 0.05 – 5.3–17.3 – Jahnke et al. (2005)

Technique used to measure the fluxes, interval of depth variations, temperature and organic carbon content of the different studied systems are included in

the table.
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The quotient of benthic metabolism (CRQ)—expressed
as the relationship between the in situ benthic fluxes of
inorganic carbon and oxygen (HU1: 2.8, HU2: 8.3, HU3:
3.3 and HU4: 11.6) is variable and higher than 1 in all
stations. These elevated values indicate the importance of
metabolic anaerobic routes in the degradation of organic
matter, especially at HU2 and HU4, as well as the
significance of contributions from the dissolution of
CaCO3 to the total benthic DIC fluxes. It should be
considered that sampling was carried out in summer when
sulphate reduction is more intense (Nedwell and Flood-
gate, 1972).

DIC diffusive fluxes constituted 0.4–2.2% of benthic
chamber values. The great difference found between the
diffusive and in situ fluxes provides evidence that advective
transport is a significant contributor to solute exchange in
coastal sediments. Another factor to consider is the
possible role of calcium carbonate dissolution processes
in the Odiel–Tinto estuary that may produce an increase in
the benthic fluxes of DIC. This variability in benthic fluxes
may be due to the substantial heterogeneity in the sediment
column and to the elevated spatial resolution considered in
the top layer of sediment (1 cm). Large differences between
the diffusive and in situ fluxes have been reported in other
systems (Cermelj et al., 1997; Berelson et al., 2003). Cermelj
et al. (1997) found that benthic fluxes exceeded diffusive
fluxes by up to 10-fold in the Gulf of Trieste in summertime
as a consequence of benthic macrofaunal bioturbation and
irrigation.
It is important to consider that this study was carried out

during summer months only, and that it was limited to four
samplings stations located over the final stretch of the
estuary. In order to obtain a better characterisation of the
system, a great number of stations would be required, with
measurements taken throughout the year. Prior to this,
only one other study of this type had been carried out,
during spring and summer of 1996 (Forja et al., 2004),
where equally elevated values of benthic DIC flux
(178–305mmolm�2 d�1) and DO (99–139mmolm�2 d�1)
were obtained. The TA benthic fluxes were positive and
elevated in all stations, with values between 61 and 192
meqm�2 d�1.

5. Conclusions

Benthic DIC fluxes in the Tinto–Odiel estuary were
relatively high (309–433mmolm�2 d�1) perhaps owing
to the nearby industrial and mining activities carried out in
the estuarine system along with the elevated water tempera-
tures present during the sampling period. Fluxes reached
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maximum values at the HU2 and HU4 stations situated
adjacent to an industrial area and to the town Punta Umbria
respectively. Parallel to this, the quotient of in situ DIC and
DO fluxes (CRQ) reach values in excess of unity at these two
stations, indicating the importance of anaerobic degradation
paths, mainly sulphate reduction, along with possible
calcium carbonate dissolution. In other Spanish estuarine
systems, a direct relation between CRQ and anthropogenic
activity has been found (Ortega et al., 2005).
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of benthic regeneration on the biogeochemical cycle of CO2 in littoral

ecosystems. Ciencias Marinas 27, 311–333.

Forja, J.M., Ortega, T., DelValls, T.A., Gómez-Parra, A., 2004. Benthic
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González-Toril, E., Llobet-Brossa, E., Casamayor, E.O., Amann, R.,

Amils, R., 2003b. Microbial ecology of an extreme acidic environment,

the Tinto River. Applied and Environmental Microbiology 69,

4853–4865.

Golberg, E.D., 1994. Coastal zone space. Prelude to conflict? In: Coastal

Problems, Paris, UNESCO.

Grasshoff, K., Ehrhardt, M., Kremling, K., 1983. Methods of Seawater

Analysis. Verlag Chemie, R.F.A., pp. 259–260.

Hammond, D.E., Fuller, C., Harmon, D., Hartman, B., Korosec, M.,

Miller, L.G., Rea, R., Warren, S., Berelson, W., Hager, S.W., 1985.

Benthic fluxes in San Francisco Bay. Hydrobiologia 129, 69–90.

Hammond, D.E., Giordani, P., Berelson, W.M., Poletti, R., 1999.

Diagenesis of carbon and nutrients and benthic exchange in sediments

of the Northern Adriatic Sea. Marine Chemistry 66, 53–79.

Hopkinson, C.S., Giblin, A.E., Tucker, J., Garrit, R.H., 1999. Benthic

metabolism and nutrient cycling along an estuarine salinity gradient.

Estuaries 22, 825–843.

Jahnke, R.A., Jahnke, D.B., 2000. Rates of C, N, P and Si recycling and

denitrification at the US Mid-Atlantic continental slope depocenter.

Deep-Sea Research I 47, 1405–1428.

Jahnke, R.A., Richards, M., Nelson, J., Robertson, C., Rao, A., Jahnke,

D.B., 2005. Organic matter remineralization and porewater exchange

rates in permeable South Atlantic Bight continental shelf sediments.

Continental Shelf Research 25, 1433–1452.

Jørgensen, B.B., 1982. Mineralization of organic matter in the sea bed—

the role of sulfate reduction. Nature 296, 643–645.
Kempe, S., Kazmierczak, J., 1994. The role of alkalinity in the evolution

of ocean chemistry, organization of living systems, and biocalcification

processes. Bulletin de l0Institut océanographique, Monaco n
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